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EDITORS!' LETTIR

Last woek's issue was o success., We didn't soll as many as some
peoplec had hoped but by-and-large costs will have boen covered and some
hundreds of people will have scen tho Weck for tho first time, In
addition many thousands of leaflots were distributed at the Raster llarch
and tho Young Socialist conforence., A number of our readers took
quentitics to sell at various evonts.

We didn't manage to get out 2 printed issue because the printer
who given us to understand he could do the Jjob said he was too busy -~
almost at the last momont. Sevoral of our supporters spent a great of
time (neglecting their jobs in somo casos) trying to find an alternative
but without success, One very positive roesult was that we have now a
much clcarer idea of the cconomics of having our journal pringgd. And
it is in the light of that knowledge that we can say that this almost
an immedinte perspoctive, but more about this next wock. '
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THE BEASTER CELEBRATIONS

While twenty, or thirty, thousand people were marching on Trafalgar
Square ~ depending upon whom you rely for your information - and while
the Young Socialists wore scandalising the national pross by ecmphasising
their socialism as well as their youth, telovision viewers who stayed
at home were watching dour—f-ced commentators march up and down on the
sidolinos of what has become known as the "battle of Clacton."

Teenage punchups are not new to this country., Scandals on football
trains and slashed seats in cinemas have been routine stories in the
popular press for as long as most of us can remember., But the extreame
ferocity of the Clacton affair, where "mods"™ and "rockers'" clashed to
batter both one another and the rain-sodden amenities of the town,
should provoke thought among socialists no less than among the clerics
and cheer—leaders whose social task it is to nobble the youngs The
first self-conscious explanation made ©ne young mod in answer to the
inquiries of the interviewers, was that "yetre bored.”™ To the ratepayer
of Clacton, writing in anguish to The Times, this is unimportants what
matters is the wvaluable property which has besen wrecked., DBut to anyona
who is interested in the human condition, leave alone to any socialist,
the scandal is not at all in smashed seats and broken windows, but in
the appallj mistreatment of young people which the incident reveals.
How strangé someone aged 18 could possibly "be bored" will, one hopes,
be a total mystery to the people in the none-too—-distant future. Bat
today, as onc watches young people being evicted from a prison called
school and then, if they arec lucky, swallowed up into another prison
called work, one is almost persuaded that boredom is "natural."

The good thing about this Baster was that many times more youngsters
were arrested for demonstrating outside a NATO base, than were nobbled
in the Clacton bust-up. (Although careful readers of the daily papers
could be excused for missing this facts) But the bad thing was, and
remains, that the socialist alternative, which alone can liberate young
people from the moral desert which stretches around them on all sides
is presented only in a halting and desultry manner by 2 handful of

peoples

Socialism as a key to the opening of all prisonsj as the liberator
of initiative and still on a scalo unprocadented and full of delights,
as a new human landscape in which a profusion of beautiful relationships
and things may grow with porplexing richnessj socialism as the final
death of boredoms: this is a vista which is 1oo seldom sketched out by
its adhoronts. It is a vista which is needed by the youngs

For some people inpﬁqgces in the Labour Party to talk of disbanding
the Young Socialists in this situation is not merely absurds it is
culpable. While Clactons can take place 2at all, Labour nceds, .and can
tuild, a mass youth movement numbering hundreds of thousands. But not
if it chooses as its organising tools the muzzle and the halters

N.B. Reports of the Young Socialist Annmual Conference arrived too late
*o be included in this issue. Ve will publish these next wecke

[
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TRADE UNION NOTIES

EENTTTR week

HULL DOCKS DISPUTE by a Mull industrial correspondent

The spirit and intention of the negotiating machinery in the
docks industry is that local disputes over manning and piece work
ratos should be settled locally. TYet, after 15 months of bargaining,

a series of firm, spontancous strikes, and a current ban on overtime,
the Hull Port imployers are rofusing further negotiations over the
issues of mamning scales and piece rates for unloading packaged timber,
cargoes of which first arrived in Hull in January, 1964.

Packaged, as opposcd to loosey, lumber of course increases the
rate of unloading = it is a straightforward technical improvement which
increases the docker's productivity. Since the packaging is done in
Canada before the lumber is loaded, it is not an improvement for which
the dock employers can claim any credit. Yet the employers began with
a demand that the piecce rate applying to lumber cargoes should be halved
which produced a wholly unncceptable bonus from the job. Cargoes conti-
nued to arrive throughout 1963, and on each occasion bargaining procceded
over the numbor of men, and tho picce rate. This occured in March, July,
October and November.

The outcome was that, by January 1964, the gop botween the two
sides had been narrowed to the difference between a manning scale of 11
or 10 men,  Failure to agree resulted in a series of unofficial strikes
in the first weck of February, and the institution of an unofficial ban
on overtime, which is still being operated, and as a result of which,
Hull dockers arc 10s.ng up to a third of normal earnings. The increase
in productivity (applying the manning scale demanded by the mon) result—
ing from the packaged cargoes as compared with loose timber, is 88%,
The dockers' demands would rosult in an inerease in earnings on these
cargoes of 5%%. Most of the Dock IZmployers being private companies,
it is impossible to tell what the oxtra profit will be to the employers
the whole subjoct of their costs and turnover is shrouded in mystery,
unless and until their books are opened for analysis by the unions.
Yet on the facts available, it is quitc cloar that tho dookors are not
claiming the whole of the increase in output in oxtra earnings. Despite
this, .tho employers have said that the men could strike for one, two,
or six months, for all they cared. They would not shift their final
offer. The union has plodded its way along the constitutional path withe—
out any real sense of urgency, whon a much firmer approach early in the
negotiations would have beoon more fruitful., The problem is now in the
hands of the National Joint Council for the industry, with the added
complication that packaged lumber is now being handled in other ports,
The Hull dockers have fought with solidarity, despite divided union
membership. One of then drew this conclusion: "Let this dispute socrve
as a warning to all workers. Plan the future, be ready for cﬁango, but
above all don't allow the bosses to achieve greater output and higher
profits at the workers' expense. The dockers won't',"
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LABOUR M.P. ATTACKS BOYCOTT OF SOUTH AFRICAN GOODS from Alec Bagley

Capt, Mark Hewitson, Labour 11,P. for Hull West, makes a call for
the ond to the boycott of South African goods in an article in
Porspoctive, the journal of the -‘South African Foundation. "There are™
he says, "nany aspects of South Africen policies with which I disagree
but neither can I agree with the proposed methods of bringing about a
change of these policics,"

e continues: "Phe call for an cconomic boycott against South
Africa will have no immediate tangible affects on trade between the two
countries unless officially ordered by a British Governmente...i totzal
boycott should, if we had the courage, lead logically to = ban on the
sale of gold to this country - so undermining our whole monctary systome" -
arguing that the first to suffer from a successful boycott would be the
non-white population who have the highest standard of living among
coloured people on the African continent with advanced oducational, 4
health and housing schemes, he askss "Is it likely that they would be
willing to commit economic suicide."

wProblems", says Hewitson, “are solved only by understanding thom,
not by boycotting them," Several koy British industries would be seriou-
s1t affected by the boycott. British capital totalling £1,000,000, 000
is tied up in tho Republic. Thore are also tho human ties binding tho
two countries. "Phe anti-cpartheid movement is not rendering a service
to tho Dlack Africa by its call for sanctions. It is merely helping
them to starve.™

ED. NOTE: e have quotced lir, Hewitson at length to show how far he is
willing to go to the defenco of the South African regime by opposing the
boycott. Vo hope our Hull rsadors will take duo note, ospecially as
Hull is a town which operates a municipal boycott.

LANCS,. AND CHESHIRE LABOUR PARTY DISCUSS TRADE WITH SOUTH AFRICA

Part of a resolution decaling with foreign trade was withdrawn at
the AGI on llarch 21st of the Lancashire and Cheshire Regional Council
of the Labour Party when Stan Orme, prospactive candidate for Salford
Wost, pointed out that it implied opposition to a trade boycott of
South Africa., The resolution, moved by AU Manchester District, was
concerned with the emborgo on the export of computers from Ferranti's
at Manchester, to tho USSR but contained a section calling for a
campaign ageinst "all bans and restrictions on trade with all countriees."
Conference, which is not empowered to doal with matters for "™national
docision" was given no opportunity of discussing a resolution on the
production at Preston of Buccancer jots for oxport to South Africa.

[ N B

HOME OFFICE TURN RACK APARTHEID REFUGEES

On Thursday March 26 a South African family of 7 were refused
landing permission at Southampton, and within 12 hours they were on a
boat back to South Africa. Mr. Williams, his w'ga and their 5 sons were
nccorded this treatment on the grounds that they no work permit. Because
they dislike Apartheid, the family had sold up its possessions and
intonded to take up pormanent residonce in Dritaine
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LABOUR AND C.N.D. A COMMUNICATION from Peter Price

First, congratulations on carrying the statement from the Labour
CND Committee. The Week's collumns should be open to a broad spectrum
of the left. The statcment itjself howeover filled me with misgiving.
When cven so cquivocal a figure as A, Wedgewood Benn admits publicly
that UNO's rolc in the Congo was disgraceful, and this is widoly ackn—
owledged by those soctions to which Labour CND adiressos itself,
unconditional support for UNONGsuseos morce trouble among the cogniscants
than it settles, Jiven in the future it is obvious that a UNO commission
backed by Irish and Swedish troops will produce a qualitatively different
solution to a UNO commission by the soldiers of Cuba and Poland. Surecly
for any CND group support must be for the positive possibilities of UNO
action. 5 .

The Committee statos"the immediate danger to the peace of the
world — rises not so much from the activities of the two world powers,
as from the narrow nationalist ambitions of some of the smaller powers."
Leave out the word "immediate" and you have a statement of hair-raising
inaccuracy. The basic danger to the world arises from " the cold
war with America and Russia as the principal protagonists. It is within
thistcold war! context that CND might observe 'narrow nationalist ambit=
ions' of Fidel Castro saseking to give the Cubans a decent way of life
~s imperilling the peace of the world. With the colonial revolution in
full swing %ountry after country is going to adopt the 'Cuban' solution
to their tremends>us problems, Does anybody really visualise CND stand—
ing in opposition to thoe legitimate aspirations of small nations?

Whilst apologising for my non—attendance during the last few months
I would ask my colleagues on the CND Labour Committee to examine their
formula afresh. Cooxistence is doomed as a poliecy if it involves
strangling the colonial revolution,

Zde notes: we are pleased to publish this lottor and would like to
express the hope that it leads to a lively discussion (in the columns
of our journal and olsewhcre) of the fundamental issues posed by P.Pricc.

SIR EDWARD BOYLE IS PREPARED FOR THE H.BOMB by Chris Arthur

Sir Ildward Boyle, of the Ministry of Bducation,has just issued to
local authorities a bit of bumph telling them what to do about schools
if somcone presses the nuclear lutton, an event which would lead, it
sayss "to the virtual destruction of both sides." "In an emergency"
says the pamphlet, "many paronts would wish to keep their children at
home., These children would run risks on their way to and from school

co s L EE),

So Sir Bdward "will take powers enabling him at the appropriate
time, to direect that schools of 2ll or any kind should be closcdees"
But what about boarding schools?—— can't close those in four minutes,
Para 6 reads "The minister will tako powers enabling him, if necessary,
to direct that schools of all or any kind should remain open."
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THE WEEK AND THE RALNIGH AEU STRIKE

Vo have received the following letter from Mr, D.J. 7illiamson,
1, Aber Terrace, Driar Stes;Nottinghams

"\s a regular reader of the Weck and also a production worker
employed by Raleigh Industry, and at present laid off work because of
the dispute botween the AEU and the Raleigh management, I am deeply
perturbed by the article written in the current edition of your magazingey
and weould appreciate an anawer to the followings:

(1) Were the full time officials or any represontativec of tho other
unions at Raleigh asked for their views before this article was published,
if noty; why not? : :

'(2) "ho are ALL the local Labour Parties apart from West Nottingham
Cons. L.P. with members on this solidarity committee?

(3) Vhat are your views on this article token from the local press
Ploase note the writer of this letter,

I would also like your views on the clause in the National Insura—
nce Act which debars workers from receiving uncmployment benefit if they
are in the seme class of unemployment as another worker who is on strike,.
An example of this is, a labourer employed in my own department at
Raleigh is barred from benefit simply because there is a labourer in
another department who is a membor of the AEU and is on strike.

Hoping for a reply from you,
Yours sincerelyeecss

ED, NOTE: Our reporter was not claiming to speak officially for any of
the unions, but was merely presenting the situation as he saw it. The
policy of The Week is to place itself at the disposal of the workers
concerned in any such dispute such as this, so we are pleased to print
Mr, "Milliamson's letter on this mattery and invite comment from members
of any of tho unions at Raleigh. Pat Jordon repliess

I will deal first of all with the strictly factual aspects of
brother Williamson's letter.

(1) the answer to the first question is "™mo"™ and as the Iditorial
Note explains the article did not claim to be. the official view of any
union — norcover it ic ny concoern to promote unity of Raleigh workers.

(2) Mre. Williamson will have scen the subsequent issue of The Weck
which lists somo of the members of solidarity committeej they include
the secrotary of North Nottingham, the Treasuser of South Nottingham,
and several officials of the Contral Nottm. L.,P., this covers all four
Nottme LeP.sa

(3) The main bone of contention of the cutting onclosed (a letter
by the secretary of the Confed) is that politics shoudd be kept out of
the Raleigh strike. This is an old, old argument., Perhaps the best
comment on Mr, Daker's position is that even though he is the Nottingham
secretary of the Confed., he has stated that he is opposed to the policy
of the Confed. for the nationalisation of the enginecering industry.
That is taking his 'non—-political!'! position to its logical conclusion.

&
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COURT VICTORY FOR YOUNG U,S. SOCIALISTS by Sylvia Riley

On larch 20 in Bloomington, Indiana, llonroe Circuit Court Judge

Nate Us Hill quashed the indictmonts in the Indisna "subversion" case
roported in Tho Woek no. 13, Leonard Boudin, goneral counsel for t@e
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, argued that the indictments ggalnst
the three officers of the Young Socialist Alliance chapter at Indiana
University should be thrown out on the grounds that the 1951 Indiana
Anti-Communist Act, under which they were brought, was unconstitutional,
The judge agreeds The court proceedings followed a meeting at the
university addressed by Leroy licRae, secretary of the YSA.

Daniel T. Taylor III, the trial lawyer for tho defendants, had
subpoended eight people, including prosecutor Thomas Hoadley and his key
witness, calling on them to produce in court a tape recorder, tapes and
pamphlets allegedly stolon from a ronted apartmont. These. Hoadly had
indicated that he wished to usc as ovidencej tho defence claimed that
they had been acquired illegally,

Judge IIill's ruling not only invalidates the Anti-Communism Acts
it has a broader logal significance. Unless overturned, it affects all
state sedition laws because it sots tho precedent that the federal
Government has jurisdiction in such matters oven if the law deals only
with sedition against a state govermments Unfortunately, this vietoxry
docs not entirely osliminate the threats to the defendants. Hoadley.
can appeal to a highor court if he obtains the permission of the statefs
Attorney General,

RANK-AND-FILE TEBAMSTER CHALLENGRES “THR ECONOMIST" ON HOFFA TRIAL

The report of the Hoffa case in The Rconomist of March 7 is sharply
attacked in a lotter in the current issue from Matt Gelerner of Los
angeles, Califonia, a rank-and—file member of the International Brother—
hood of Teamsters. Of the paper's description of the 'collapse of his
(Hoffa's) normal cbullient self-assurance!, Golerner says: "™Rest assured
that he is still of his old fightinﬁ SpiriteseIf he disdains the title
of 'labour stajosman!, it is because he wants to remain a fighting labour
leader leaving 8thors the 'honour! of !labour statesman,?

On the trial itself, Glerner remarks: ",..the reporters you mention
were using Justico Department handouts and at no time did thoy convey
the defendent's side. For instance, the informer witness you quote was
under indictment in Louisicna on 26 counts, He had besn charged in the
rast with perjury....t the same time, Hoffa's rooms were bugged by agents
so that attorneys could not rroperly defend their client and agents with
cameras and sound pickups had 732 !'surveillance! photographs, Fair trianl
indeedl™ As a final shot he adds: "Tho bost sources.s.on this subject
is the rank-and-file moembership, "
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TWORKERS! SELF-MANAGRMENT CONFERENCE OPTNS

IN ALGERIA

The Algerian Nows .igency reports that the first congross of Algerian

workers of the self-managing industrial s
28th, More than 1,100 representatives fr

ector opened in Algiers on March
om 450 sclf-management commit =

ces began to discuss the problems of solf-managoment and to sum up the

expericnces of the last yoare Ben Bella
session that the congress of the Algerian

armounced at the opening
FLN schoduled to take place

in & fow woecks would perfect the Tripoli Programme, define the charter

of the Algerian Revolution and elect a un
Solf-managing industrial and agricultural

ified collective leadorship.
workors! congroesses were held

prior to the FLN congress, he said, so that tho latter could reflect

as truthfully as possible the aspirations

and noeds of the working

masses and that tho FLN might establish itself and take root among the

people.
The Prosident pointed out that the s

elf-management industrial sector

was still relatively weak in rolation to the rest of the industrial
sectors ond in regard to its absolute proportion in Algeria's present

oconomye "But", he said wwe are firmly d

otermined to protect and roin—

force it in relation to the private soctor..and sccolerate industrialisatien

+sea neo—-colonialis® regimo is absclutely

incapable of promoting industr—

inlisation.." A member of thc preparatory committee announced that of

450 self-monaging industrial enterprises,
ing industry 2nd one—-quarter to the food
entorprises are located in Algeirs and i

CLASS WAR ERUPTS INTO CIVIL WAR IN HRAZIL

one-third belong to the build=—
industry. A greater part of the
ts immediate vicinitye

by James Wilcox

On March 20 President. Goulaxrt of Br

azil announced a programme of

constitutional change bofore a meating of over %-million workers in Rio
de Janeiro orgenised by the cGT (PBrazilian TUC). This programme included
the enfranchiscment of the illiterate (some 30,000,000), the legalisation
of the C.P.,, the enfranchisement of the armed services and the granting

of powers to the President to cenable him
and agrarian reform. This meeting was DT

to carry out nationalisation
otected from the troops of the

ultra~reactionary State Governor, Lacerda, by pro-Goulart Federal troops
who ringed the meeting. Over Baster, rank ond file matinies within the

navy and marines supported thoe programe
officers of the Fourth Lrmy launched a To

On March 3lst the right wing
bellion against Goulart's

Government 3Ybo countered by the pro-Government first army. Tho CGT,

which is now led by Communists and Fidoli

stas in the main, has announced

that it will support Goulart and his regime against military coups with
21l the means they can command, including a general strike.

L L
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RTEPRESSION IN VENEZUELA

The following article is based upon a statement sent to the Week
by the Committee for the release of political prisoners in Venezuela.
We hope all readers will do their best to draw attention to the facts
contained therein, particularly as there has been some confusion in the
left on tha nature of the Betancourt regime in Venezuela,

On September 30th, 1963, Senator J, Farias and Deputies G.G. Ponco,
G. Machado, T, Machado, J. Villavicencio, and J.M, Casals were imprioned
despite their parliamentary immunity, Thereafter, the already existing
police state repression was intensified and a fierce persecution of
rarliamentarisns and members of the Venezuelan Communist Party
and the Movement of the Revolutionary Left began.

Constant violation of the most elenentary human rights have since
taken place., Vanipulation of publie funds and the power of the stato
for the partisan benefits of the Govermment parties created the cond-
itions under which the elections of 1lst December, 1963, took place,
Peopie frightened by the armed forces and by police pressure were forced
to vote. Irregularities of all sorts, the appearance of more votes
than votes in some areas, the loss of clectoral records, etc., are
facts that themselves conditute sufficient proof of the fraxtulent nature
of this election. The so-called "triumph of democracy in Venezueia,"
to quoie the Venezuelan official press and the intornational news -
agencies, 1s a gross misropresentation of what really happened. (footnote)

The clections of December 1lst have changed or solved nothing, A
deecp crisis remains in the social, political and economic affairs of
Venozuela. The bloody and roprestive policies of the Government contie
rue, the gaols are crammed to capacity with thousands of citizens,
whose only offence is to disagrec with the Governmonte.

We call for your support in our demand for the froeing of political
prisoners in Venezucla. If you are gracious enough to support us, you
can best help by sponsoring our campaign in Britain, in which case you
should let us know in -writing to the secretary of our movement at 6y
Tregunter Rd.y London S,W. 10, Letters of protest should also be sent
to the Venezeulan Fmbassy at 3, Hans Crescent, London S.W. 1.

Footnotes According to official figures, the number of voters at the
time of the election was 4,070,000, at the close of the electoral enrol-
ment the number enrolled was 3,332,000 (showinz  that 737,000 had
decided not to vote)s According to official figures 2,918,896 voted
413,104 less than onrolled, there were also 100,000 blank papers. This
means one—third of potential voters abstained,



THE WEZK — THE WEEK — THE WEEK - THE WEEK — THE WEEX - THE WEEK

Subscription ratess Three months 10/~
Six months £l
Cne year £2

Bulk rates, etc., available on application.

List of sponsors (each in personal capacity)

Frank Allaun, M.P. Stan Mills

Perry Andergon Jim Mortimor

Julian Atkinson Tom Nairn

Michael Barrett—Brown John Rex

Neil Carmichael, M.P. Iirnie Roberts
Rgymond Challinor Alan Rooney

Henry Collins David Steele

John Daniels Stephen Swingler, M.P.
John Eber L.P. Thompson
Richard Fletchor Tony Torth am

Ray Gosling Raymorny Williams
Trovor Griffiths Bert Wynn

Ellis Hillman, L.C.C. Konni Zilliacus, M.P,

Ralph Miliband

We neod your help to make this journal as comprchonsgive as possible.
Your suggestions, criticisms, rogquests for information, ete., will be
very welcome. Please scnd all rcports of interest (especially loecal ones)

We want to incroase our sizg, cut our price and go over to printing as
soon as possible., This depends entirely on: tho number of subscribers,
This is why you should help to increase circulation by sending us the
names and addresses of potential subseribers, by seeing if local book-
shops will take copies (on sale or return), and by taking copies to soll.

Advertisement

LABOUR!'S VOICE
The independent socialist monthly

Editor: Frank Allaun, M.P.

Five editions: Stockﬁort, Merseyside,
Northern, West Sussex, Huddersfield.

12 pages — price 6d. or ®s., per year, D.D.
Discount to T.U.s, C,L.P.s and Y,S. branches

™ Details: Labour's Voice, 8, Ashkirk Street,
e % Manchester, 18.

Published by The Week Publishers, 54, Park Rd., Lenton, Nottingham,.
All paid work done by union. labour.

Ba -p



